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Abstract 

There are many situations in every day life and in social interactions, when 

the prisoner’s dilemma can be identified. In most of these social contexts 

there is a deep conflict between individual (competitive behavior) and com-

mon (collective) interest (cooperative or altruistic behavior). In order to dis-

solve the prisoner’s dilemma, a broader thinking and a cooperative behavior 

is required. This experiment proposed to analyze the impact of facial beauty 

and social rank on cooperative behavior with help of a preprogrammed 

“Trust” game, which simulates the prisoner’s dilemma situation (Scharle-

mann et al., 2001). A 2x2x2 factorial design is applied, according to the levels 

of independent variables. There were 40 first year students participating in 

the game. The results demonstrate that facial beauty associated with a high 

social rank has a positive influence on the growth of cooperative answers. 

According to the index of Comer there is a 37% probability of a relationship 

between the variables. Facial beauty had the most significant effect on the 

cooperative behavior; social rank alone had a small influence on the propul-

sion of cooperative answers. The results obtained regarding this question are 

similar to those of other experiments (Mehl and Buchner, 1996; Mealey et al., 

1996) in the same problem, thus, the effect of the social rank needs further 

study. 
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Bevezető 

A játékelmélet szót hallva sokunknak a kaszinók világa jut az eszébe, holott 

ez a tudomány ma már a póker helyett gazdasági, pszichológiai, politikai 

problémákkal foglalkozik. Alkalmazásainak köre a hadászattól kezdve a pia-
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